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4 Existing social 
context 

It is important to understand the social context of 
any new development, to ensure that its planning 

takes account of and is responsive to the 

surrounding social conditions and that it will 
integrate, both physically and socially, with the 

surrounding area. This chapter presents an overview 

of the social context for development within the East 
Leppington Precinct. It considers the characteristics 

of the population currently living in and around the 

precinct and the availability of existing community 
facilities, human services and open space that could 

address some of the needs of the future new 

population. 
 

4.1 Social profile 

4.1.1 East Leppington Precinct 

Understanding the profile of the existing population 
of an area can help in predicting the characteristics 

of the new population that may be attracted to 

development and is also important in underpinning 
strategies to promote integration of new and 

existing communities.  

 
At the time of the 2006 Census of Population and 

Housing, the suburb of Varroville broadly 

approximated the Campbelltown LGA component of 
the East Leppington Precinct. As this represents the 

majority of the Precinct, we have used this as a 

proxy for the population across the entire East 
Leppington Precinct for the purpose of examining 

the characteristics of the existing population.  

 
It is noted that while the existing population of East 

Leppington is likely to be displaced by proposed 

South West Growth Centre development, such 
development will occur over a 10-15 year period. 

Given this timeframe, it is important to understand 

the characteristics of the existing population, to 
enable comparison of similarities and differences 

with the anticipated future population. 

 

The profile of this area has been compared with the 

Liverpool, Camden and Campbelltown LGAs and the 

Sydney Statistical Division (SSD) to provide a 
benchmark for comparison. Key statistical indicators 

for East Leppington and the comparison areas are 

summarised in Table 4.1 (overleaf). 

 
From this table, key features of the existing 

population of the precinct include: 

 
 In 2006, the population of Varroville was only 

about 148 people, reflecting the low density rural 

residential nature of the area 

 The existing population is considerably older than 

that in the broader region, with relatively low 

proportions of residents aged under 25 years and 
very high proportions of residents aged 55 and 

over and a high median age of 49 years 

 Consistent with the older population profile in 
Varroville, the household structure shows a 

relatively high proportion of couples without 

children. There is an above average proportion of 

group households and the median household size 

is relatively high  

 The population has been relatively stable over 
time, as reflected in the proportion of residents 

who lived in the area for more than 5 years, the 

proportion who fully own their dwellings 

 The proportion of the population born overseas is 

much lower than the Liverpool and Sydney 

averages, but higher than that of Camden. The 
largest non-English speaking group is from 

southern Europe.  

 Median individual incomes are lower than those 
of the surrounding areas; however median 

household incomes are much higher, indicating 

multiple incomes within households, consistent 
with the low unemployment rate, larger 

household size and older population  

 All dwellings in this semi-rural area are detached. 

4.1.2 The wider social context 

South West Sydney, and Camden and Liverpool 
LGAs in particular, have experienced considerable 

urban development in the last decade or so, as 

shown in Table 4.2. While the population of 
Campbelltown declined between 2001 and 2006, the 

combined population of Camden and Liverpool LGAs 

increased by almost 60,000 residents, or 21% since 
1996. Since the 2006 census, further population 

growth has occurred in a number of new release 

areas, particularly within Camden and Liverpool 
LGAs. 
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Table 4.1: Social Profile Snapshot 

Indicator 
Varroville 

suburb  

Campbelltown 

LGA 

Liverpool 

LGA 

Camden LGA 
SSD 

Population no. 148 143,076 164,602 49,646 4,119,190 

Age groups (%)      

0-4 0.0 7.4 8.3 8.5 6.6 

5-14 10.8 16.3 16.6 17.0 13.0 

15-24 10.8 16.6 14.5 13.5 13.8 

25-34 14.9 13.5 15.1 14.7 15.3 

35-54 29.7 28.6 28.7 29.0 28.8 

55-64 14.9 8.8 8.6 8.8 10.2 

65+ 23.0 8.5 8.2 8.5 12.3 

Median age (yrs) 49 32 32 32 35 

Family structure %      

Couples with children 44.4 50.7 69.9 69.9 49.3 

Couples without children 47.2 25.3 14.5 17.7 33.2 

Single parent families 8.3 22.6 14.6 11.8 15.6 

Other family 0.0 1.4 0.9 0.6 1.9 

Household type%      

Family household 68.1 76.9 91.5 92.0 68.1 

Lone person 0.0 16.8 5.2 4.8 21.6 

Group household member 6.4 1.9 1.2 1.2 3.9 

Average household size (no. 
people) 3.1 3.0 3.1 3.0 2.7 

Cultural diversity      

Aboriginal or TSI heritage 0.0% 2.7% 1.3% 1.3% 1.1% 

Overseas born 25.7% 26.2% 37.8% 15.5% 39.6% 

Speaks language other than 
English at home 

22.4% 22.0% 45.9% 9.1% 29.6% 

Main other languages spoken 
Italian, 
Arabic, 
Serbian 

Arabic, 
Spanish, 
Samoan 

Arabic, 
Hindi, 
Vietnamese 

Italian, 
Spanish, 
Arabic 

Arabic, 
Cantonese, 

Mandarin 

Income ($)      

Median individual income $435 $464 $440 $566 $518 

Median household income $1,275 $1,066 $1,082 1,353 $1,154 

Unemployed (%) 0.0 7.5 7.2 3.9 5.3 

Housing types %      

Separate house 100.0 80.5 77.8 94.4 63.6 

Semi-detached / row house 0.0 16.4 9.8 3.2 11.8 

Flat/unit/ 
apartment 0.0 2.9 12.0 1.6 23.9 

Other (eg caravan) 0.0 0.1 0.4 0.8 1.0 

Same address 5 years 
previously (%) 

60.1 60.2 56.8 54.9 54.8 

Housing tenure (%)      

Fully owned  36.2 22.7 24.2 25.6 31.9 

Being purchased 27.7 40.1 41.4 51.6 33.1 

Rented  23.4 30.3 30.6 19.3 31.3 
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Table 4.2 Growth in LGAs 1996 - 2006 

 1996 2001 2006 

Campbelltown 

LGA 
143,773 145,860 142,841 

Liverpool LGA 120,197 154,287 164,964 

Camden LGA 32,109 43,945 49,350 

Total 296,079 344,092 357,155 
 

Analysis of the populations of nearby new release 

areas including West Hoxton, Horningsea Park, 
Prestons, Harrington Park and Mount Annan has 

been undertaken to identify the characteristics of 

households moving into the new residential areas 
of south west Sydney. This analysis shows:  

 

 In the 2006 Census, the predominant 
household type was a couple family with young 

children 

 The median age in the new release areas was 
29 years (range 27-32), compared with 35 for 

Sydney as a whole. Children (0-14 years) made 

up 29% of the population, compared with 20% 
in Sydney as a whole. Conversely, the 

proportion of people aged 65+ years is well 

below the Sydney average 

 35% of residents were born overseas, 

(compared with 31% for Sydney as a whole) 

 Average household size generally ranged 
between 3.3 (Mount Annan) and 3.5 

(Horningsea Park), but was as high as 3.7 in 

West Hoxton. By comparison, average 
household size for Sydney was 2.7 persons 

 Household income was above the Sydney 

average, reflecting high rates of workforce 
participation to pay off a mortgage, rather than 

high individual incomes 

 An average of 17% of households were renting 
their dwelling, compared with 29% for Sydney 

as a whole. 

Social issues associated with the rapid rate of 
urban development within the area include the 

following. 

 
 There is a shortage of local employment 

opportunities and many residents spend 

considerable time commuting to work outside 

the region. Time spent commuting can restrict 

time available for recreation and family life and 

for involvement in community life, pointing to a 
need for facilities and activities that are locally 

based. 

 Newcomers separated from established support 
networks may experience isolation and 

dislocation, pointing to a need to foster social 

support networks and services. 

 The relatively high cost of new housing creates 
financial stress for many households, pointing 

to a need for social and recreational 

opportunities that are affordable. 

 There is a need for strategies to promote the 

integration of new and existing populations and 

communities, to foster community cohesion and 
identity and help ensure that the change 

process does not strain social harmony. 

This examination of the current social profile of the 
East Leppington precinct shows that the existing 

population of the area differs significantly from the 

populations moving into the new residential areas 
in the wider area, particularly in terms of age, 

family structure, household type and income. As 

will be discussed in the following chapter, it is 

assumed that the new population moving into East 

Leppington as it undergoes development will be 

similar to the populations moving into other new 
residential areas in the region. Given the differing 

characteristics of the existing and incoming 

populations, there will be a need to sensitively 
manage the transition process, to ensure that 

social integration and community cohesion are 

maintained. 
 

4.2 Existing social infrastructure 

Existing community facilities, services, open space 
and recreation opportunities in and around the 

East Leppington Precinct have been identified and 

examined to assess their availability and 
accessibility for the incoming population. 

 

This examination has shown that generally existing 
facilities and services will not have the capacity to 

absorb the very considerable new demand likely to 

be generated by the future East Leppington 
population, and that a range of new facilities and 

services will be required. East Leppington will also 

contribute to demand for new district and regional 
facilities and services, which will be located outside 

the precinct boundaries. 

 
Figures 2 and 3 show the locations of existing 

facilities. A description of existing services adapted 

from the Draft Social Infrastructure and Open 
Space Assessment (Urbis, 2012) is attached in 

Appendix 2. 

 

4.2.1 Local community facilities and 

services 

Consistent with its small population and semi-rural 

character, existing social infrastructure within East 
Leppington is currently very limited. The existing 

population of the precinct relies on local and  
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PRIMARY SCHOOLS

A1 Leppington Primary school
A2  Robert Townson Primary
A3  Kearns Primary
A4  Eschol Primary
A5  Claymore Primary
A6  St Andrews Primary
A7  Minto Primary
A8  Campbelltown Primary
A9  Sackville Primary
A10  Ingleburn Primary
A11 Macquarie Fields Primary
A12 Curran Primary
A13 Guise Primary
A14 Glenfield Primary
A15 Glenwood Primary
A16 Ingleburn North Primary
A17 Casula Primary
A18 Preston Primary
A19 Sadlier Primary
A20 Hinchinbrook Primary
A21 Hoxton Park Primary
A22 Good Shepherd Primary
A23 Dalmeny Primary
A24 St Catherine of Siena Primary
A25 Austral Primary
A26 Bringelly Primary
A27 Rossmore Primary

SECONDARY SCHOOLS
B1 Mt. Carmel Catholic High
B2 Robert Townson High
B3 Leumeah High
B4 Sarah Redfern High
B5 Ingleburn High
B6 Macquarie Fields High
B7 James Meehan High
B8 Hurlstone Agricultural
B9 All Saints Catholic Senior  
 College
B10 Casula High
B11 Miller High
B12 James Busby High
B13 Hoxton Park High
B14 Thomas Hassell Anglican  
 College
B15 Good Samaritan
B16 Sule College Gate
B17 William Carey Christian School
B18 John Edmondson High
B19 Elizabeth Macarthur Mt Annan
B20 Eagle Vale

TERTIARY

C1 TAFE NSW
C2 TAFE NSW South Western  
 Sydney Institute
C3 TAFE NSW South Western  
 Sydney Institute   
 Campbelltown College

CHILDCARE SERVICES
D1 Leaping Learners Early 

Education Centre
D2 Just 4 Kids Child Care
D3 ABC Horningsea Park
D4 Bambinis Early Learning and 

Developmental Long Day 
Care Centre

D5 Clever Cookies Early 
Learning Centre

D6 Tickles and Giggles 
Childcare Centre

D7 Goodstart Early Learning 
Hoxton Park

D8 Frogs Lane
D9 Austral Kindy
D10 Annabelle Early Learning  
 Centre
D11 Care for Kindies Kindergarten
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B4
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B17B18

A12
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A16

A27

A1

A9

A20

A5

A13
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A2

A10

A21

A6

A17

A14

A25 D6

D7D8
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Existing community infrastructure: Education and childcare
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EMERGENCY SERVICES
E1  Macquarie Fields Ambulance, 

Fire and Police Station
E2 Ingleburn Fire and Police  
 Station
E3 Campbelltown Fire Control  
 Centre
E4 St Andrews Fire Station
E5 Eaglevale Police Station

AGED CARE ACCOMODATION
F1 Kantarra Lifestyle Resort
F2 Scalabrini Villages
F3 Blue Hills Village
F4 Aveo Maple Grove
F5 The Whiddon Group
F6 The Sisters of Our Lady of  
 China

GENERAL PRACTITIONERS
G1 Dr R Pillai
G2 Raby Family Practice
G3 Dr Law Carina
G4 Dr R J Tyssen
G5 Dr W L Tan
G6 Dr G K Manku
G7 Dr Mai Henry

HOSPITALS
H1 Liverpool Hospital
H2 Campbelltown Hospital,  
 Therry Road
H3 Campbelltown Hospital,  
 Camden

MEDICAL CENTRES
I1 St Andrews Medical Centre
I2  Ingleburn Medical Centre
I3 West Hoxton Medical Centre

COMMUNITY AND FAMILY 
SERVICES
J1 Odyssey House Drug   
 Rehabilitation Centre
J2  Macarthur District   
 Temporary Family Care
J3 Care-n-Co Co-operative Ltd
J4 South West Multicultural and  
 Community Centre   
 (SWMACC)
J5 Ingleburn Community Health  
 Centre
J6 Community Services,   
 Ingleburn
J7 Salvation Army Mission and  
 Child Care
J8 Brown Sisters
J9 Schools as Community  
 Centres - Macquarie Fields
J10 UnitingCare Stepping Stone  
 Community
J11 Inspire Community Services

COMMUNITY HALLS AND 
CENTRES
K1 Catherine Field
K2 Raby Neighbourhood Centre
K3 Leppington Progress Hall
K4 Austral Youth Centre
K5 Carns Hill Community Centre
K6 Scott Memorial Park Pavillion
K7 Kearns Community Centre

LIBRARIES
L1 Ingleburn Library
L2 Glenquarie Library
L3 Minto Comunity Library
L4 Eagle Vale Library
L5 Casula Library

E1

E5
E3

E2

E4

F1

F2
F3

F4

F5

F6

G1

G2

G3

G4

G5

G6

G7

H3

H1

H2

I1

I2

I3

J1

J2

J3
J4

J5

J6

J7

J8J9

J10

J11

K1

K7
K2

K3

K4

K5

K6

L1

L2

L3

L4

L5

Existing community infrastructure: Community services and centres
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district facilities such as schools, community 
centres, medical services, childcare centres and 

places of worship in Leppington to the west, the 

established suburbs of Kearns, Raby, and St 
Andrews to the south, Ingleburn to the east and 

Horningsea Park and Prestons to the north. 

 
The closest primary school is Leppington Public 

School in Rickard Road. Other nearby primary 

schools include Kearns Primary and Robert 
Townson Primary in Raby. Both these schools have 

fairly stable enrolments and limited spare capacity. 

The closest government high school is Robert 
Townson High in Raby, which is currently at 

capacity. Other high schools include Mount Carmel 

Catholic High School and, further afield in the 
district are John Edmondson, William Carey 

Christian School, Eagle Vale, Ingleburn, Mt Annan 

and Elizabeth Macarthur in Narellan. These schools 

are generally at or close to full capacity. 

 

The closest community meeting spaces are the 
old-style Leppington Progress Hall in Ingleburn 

Road Leppington, and neighbourhood community 

centres in Raby and Kearns, both of which are 
heavily used. 

 

Travel distances to facilities in adjacent areas are 
considerable, and while they may be satisfactory 

for the current rural population, they would be 

beyond what a future urban population would 
reasonably expect in order to reach basic 

neighbourhood services. In addition, the proposed 

road network for the East Leppington Precinct 
means that the closest major centre will be the 

Leppington Major Centre, and that future access to 

services and facilities to the east and south will be 
quite constrained. 

 

The local and district level facilities which exist in 
adjoining suburbs have been built to meet the 

needs of their immediate populations, and 

generally would not have the capacity to meet the 
extra demand likely to be generated by the 

substantial population growth envisaged for the 

East Leppington Precinct. Given the local and 
district focus of surrounding services and facilities, 

travel distances and physical barriers presented by 

the Sydney Water canal, the Scenic Hills and the 
Hume Highway, it is considered that generally 

existing facilities in the surrounding area will not 

be able to meet needs generated by the future 

development of East Leppington. 

 

Assessment of capacity in existing social 
infrastructure also needs to take account of the 

very substantial new development proposed for 

the wider area. Any spare capacity identified now 
in facilities and services in Liverpool and Camden 

LGA’s is likely to be taken up by future population 

growth in adjoining Growth Centre precincts or the 
southern suburbs of Liverpool, in development 

which has already been approved. For example, 

current spare capacity in the John Edmondson 
High School is proposed to be absorbed by 

population growth from Austral and Leppington 

North Precincts.  
 

Some of the existing facilities in nearby parts of 

Campbelltown are also likely to be used by 
populations moving into new developments. For 

instance, schools in Raby and Kearns have been 

identified as having capacity to absorb population 
growth from anticipated development of the 

former El Caballo Blanco and Gledswood sites (El 
Caballo Blanco and Gledswood Community 
Facilities and Open Space Assessment, Elton 
Consulting for Camden Council, 2008), and so any 

spare capacity currently is likely to be exhausted 
by the time East Leppington is developed. 

 

In addition, existing facilities in adjacent Growth 

Centre precincts are likely to change substantially 

as precinct plans are prepared, and cannot be 

relied upon to exist into the future. In this regard 
it should be noted that in the adjoining North 

Leppington Precinct, the Precinct Plan makes 

provision for the existing Leppington Primary 
School, which currently serves the East Leppington 

Precinct, to be relocated and expanded to more 

centrally meet the needs of the future North 
Leppington Precinct population. Accordingly the 

Leppington School will no longer exist to service 

the East Leppington Precinct. Also while a precinct 
plan for the Leppington Precinct has not yet been 

prepared, it is likely that the existing Leppington 

Progress Hall will in time be removed.  
 

In summary, no existing local community facilities 

and services have been identified which could 
meet some of the needs of the future East 

Leppington population. 

 
In considering existing community facilities and 

services in the surrounding area, it is also noted 

from the Campbelltown and Liverpool Social Plans 
that: 

 

 An ageing population in Campbelltown and 
Liverpool LGAs has generated a need for new 

and appropriate services and facilities for older 

people. This includes a need for more home 
support services for older people to maintain 

them living within the community. 

 Rapid population growth in Liverpool over the 
last decade has increased demand for new 

facilities and services and increased demand on 

existing services, most of which are 
overstretched. There is a lack of services and 

facilities across Liverpool and in particular in 

new release areas. This may have serious social 
consequences, increasing boredom and 

alienation, eroding young people’s feelings of 

belonging and creating an environment where 
costly anti-social behaviour can flourish. 
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4.2.2 Existing and currently proposed 

regional community facilities and 

services 

Existing regional facilities and services which serve 
this part of south west Sydney were identified in 

the Demographic and Social Infrastructure 
Assessment for the Austral and Leppington North 
Precincts (Elton Consulting 2011). They included: 

 

 University of Western Sydney Campbelltown 
campus  

 TAFE colleges in Liverpool, Campbelltown, 

Macquarie Fields and Miller 

 Liverpool Hospital 

 Southwest Private Hospital 

 Campbelltown and Camden Hospitals 

 Campbelltown Private Hospital 

 The Casula Powerhouse Arts Centre 

 Liverpool Central Library 

 Liverpool Museum 

 Campbelltown Arts Centre 

 HJ Daley Central Library 

 Courthouses in Liverpool, Camden and 

Campbelltown and police Local Area Command 

in Green Valley. 

The Demographic and Social Infrastructure 
Assessment for the Austral and Leppington North 
Precincts considered requirements for regional 
social infrastructure to serve the South West 

Growth Centre as a whole, given that the 

Leppington Major Centre will be located in the 
North Leppington Precinct. It found that most of 

the existing regional facilities and services would 

not have capacity to meet the future needs of the 
Growth Centre, given the very substantial 

population growth envisaged. 

 
The Demographic and Social Infrastructure 
Assessment for the Austral and Leppington North 
Precincts recommended that a number of new 
regional level facilities to serve the Growth Centre 

as a whole be located in or near to the Leppington 

Major Centre. It also recommended that the South 
West Growth Centre be divided into three sub-

catchments for the purposes of providing sub-

regional social facilities and services. The East 
Leppington Precinct was included in the sub-

catchment for the Leppington Major Centre. 

Accordingly, planning of major facilities to be 
developed within the Leppington Major Centre has 

already taken account of projected population 

growth likely to occur within the East Leppington 
Precinct. Facilities proposed to be developed in the 

Major Centre which will serve East Leppington 

include: 
 

 A major performing arts cultural centre 

 A large sub-regional multi-purpose community 
centre with space for the delivery of human 

services 

 A library 

 Regional Integrated Primary and Community 

Care health facility 

 TAFE campus 

 Possibly a courthouse, police station and 

emergency services facilities 

 Major competition level aquatic and indoor 
sporting facilities 

 Major sporting stadium. 

Leppington Major Centre is also likely to include 
private sector regional facilities such as specialist 

and allied health services, entertainment and 

leisure services such as cinemas, clubs, pubs and 
restaurants, places of worship and a variety of 

non-government human services. 

 
Given the proximity of East Leppington to the 

future Leppington Major Centre, it is not proposed 

that any regional facilities and services be located 
in East Leppington. 

 

4.2.3 Local open space and recreation 

facilities  

Currently there are no public open spaces or 

recreation facilities within the East Leppington 

Precinct. The riparian corridors of Bonds Creek, 
Cottage Creek, and an unnamed creek offer 

opportunities for public open space, recreation 

facilities and linkages within the Precinct, but these 
have not been developed to date. 

 

Existing open spaces near the Precinct and in the 
wider area are shown on Figure 4. Informal 

recreation and sporting facilities available in those 

open spaces are outlined in Appendix 1. 
 

The Scenic Hills, which is privately owned land, is 

an important landscape feature to the south and 
west of the precinct. The Scenic Hills provides a  
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 LGA Boundary
 Precinct Boundary
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   5km Radius

OPEN SPACE
01  Fairfax reserve – 

Harrington Park
02  Catherine Field
03  Leppington Oval – Pat   
 Kontista Reserve
04  R Whack Allen Field/  
 Memorial Oval
05  Camden Lakeside Country  
 Club
06  Rossmore Park
07  Camden Valley Golf Resort
08  Bringelly Park
09  Rossmore Grange
10  Starr Park
11  Craik Park
12  WV Scott Pavillion
13  Grimson Park
14  Brownes Farm Reserve
15  Bedwell Park
16  Jardine Park
17  Daruk Park
18  Macarthur Grange Golf  
 Course
19  Seddon Park
20  Hazlett Oval
21  Meer Park
22  Anderson Park
23  Badgery’s Creek Park
24  Woodside Park
25  Paramor Reserve
26  Sule College
27  Browns Reserve
28  Miller Park
29  Horningsea Park
30  McGirr Park
31  Jemina Jenkins Park
32  Stromeferry Reserve
33  Soccer Park Complex
34  Manaleuka Park
35  Burrendah Reserve
36  Byrne Reserve
37  Curran Park
38  Reid Murray Reserve
39  Stan Thomson Reserve
40  Midlothian Reserve
41  Powell Park
42  Murragan Park
43  Milton Park
44  Westland Memorial Park
45  Monarch Field
46  Flinders Reserve
47  Wood Park
48  Macquarie Fields Park
49  Digger Black Reserve
50  Eagle Creek Reserve
51 Maquarie LInks
52 Sunderland Reserve
53 Tree Valley Golf Course
54 Woodward Park

55 Coronation Park
56 Western Sydney Parklands
57 Kemps Creek Nature Reserve
58 Mount Annan Botanic  
 Gardens
59 Leacock Regional Park
60 William Howe Regional Park
61 Harrington Park Lake
62 Koshigaya Gardens
63 Simmos Beach Reserve
64 Bob Prenter Reserve
65 James Meeham Oval
66 Clark Reserve
67 Blinman Oval
68 Kennett Park
69 Benham Oval
70 Kayess Park
71 Sarah Redfern Playing Fields

RECREATION FACILITIES
R01 Michael Wendon Aquatic  
 Leisure Centre
R02 Whitlam Leisure Centre
R03 Holsworthy / Wattle Grove  
 Leisure Centre
R04 Eagle Vale Central Leisure  
 Centre
R05 Mount Annan Leisure Centre
R06 Camden War Memorial Pool
R07 Macquarie Fields Leisure  
 Centre
R08 Campbelltown Athletics  
 Centre
R09 Ash Road Sporting Complex
R10 Riverside Park
R11 St Helens Baseball Park
R12 Gilchrist Baseball Park
R13 Hilder Reserve
R14 Kirkham Park
R15 Campbelltown Bicycle and  
 Road Safety Education  
 Centre
R16 Camden Bicentennial   
 Equestrian Park
R17 Macquarie Road Reserve
R18 Raby Sports Complex
R19 Ambarvale Sports Complex
R20 Eschol Park Sports Complex
R21 Kooringa Reserve, Raby
R22 Moorebank Hockey Complex
R23 Macarthur Regional Hockey  
 Centre
R24 Minto Indoor Sports Centre
R25 Macarthur Regional Softball  
 Centre/Cowpasture Reserve  
R26 Minto Showground / Victoria  
 Park
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‘green belt’ between Raby and St Andrews 
(Campbelltown City) and Smeaton Grange, Curran 

 Hills and Catherine Field (Camden LGA). The 

Scenic Hills also provide several high points 
providing extensive views over the Sydney basin or 

to the Blue Mountains. 

 
The assessment of existing open space provision 

in the wider area has shown that: 

 
 The quantum of open space available in the 

Liverpool, Camden and Campbelltown local 

government areas is considered to be 
reasonably high based on current population 

levels. This is due in part to recreation 

resources provided on land prone to flooding, 
and to inclusion of ecologically significant areas. 

However while the quantum of open space is 

adequate for the current population, much of it 

has not been embellished to provide quality 

functional spaces and facilities to meet the 

sporting and recreation needs of the population.  

 Local level open space within nearby residential 

areas has been provided to meet local level 

needs only, and so will not have capacity for or 
be readily accessible to the future East 

Leppington population 

 New residents in the East Leppington Precinct 
will be fortunate in being located reasonably 

close to existing urban areas to the north and 

east in Liverpool LGA, such as Carnes Hill, 
Prestons, Hoxton Park and new urban areas 

such as Edmondson Park. As such, residents of 

East Leppington would have reasonable access 
to district level recreation and sporting facilities 

in those areas. However, the East Leppington 

population has not been factored into the 
planning for these facilities, which are assumed 

to not have capacity to service this additional 

population 

 The East Leppington Precinct will also be 

reasonably close to suburbs of Campbelltown, 

especially St Andrews, Raby, Kearns, Eagle Vale 
and Ingleburn. These suburbs all contain 

complexes of sporting fields that are 

understood to have some spare capacity, 
particularly for sports played on circular fields 

such as AFL and cricket. However, limited road 

connections from East Leppington to the south-

east and east will constrain the accessibility of 

those facilities, and mean that they will be at 

least 10 km travel distance from East 
Leppington 

 Advice from Campbelltown Council is that the 

LGA contains a number of sports complexes in 
the wider district that have spare capacity. In 

particular, facilities for hockey, netball, 

basketball, softball, Oz-tag and touch football 

are adequate to meet future demand. 
Campbelltown Council is also of the view that 

proposed new facilities in Edmondson Park, 

involving the relocation of soccer and AFL clubs, 
will create further capacity at existing facilities. 

 District sport and recreation facilities in Camden 

local government area are largely located in the 
southern parts of the LGA in line with the urban 

growth of Camden. It is not anticipated that the 

existing district facilities in Camden would be 
accessible to or able to accommodate the 

increased in demand from the projected 

population in East Leppington. Any existing 
capacity of district open space and recreation 

facilities in Camden will be taken up by other 

new release area developments currently under 
construction or planned in Camden, located 

closer to the district facilities 

 There is an identified shortage of sporting 
facilities to satisfy current demand in both  

Liverpool and Camden, where Council staff have 

indicated that there is increasing demand for 
more, full-sized, well drained and appropriately 

located sporting fields, which provide for a 

range of sports and have floodlighting and 
higher standard amenities.  

 Services in Liverpool, Camden and 

Campbelltown LGAs for young people are 
already inadequate. There is unmet demand for 

additional facilities for young people such as 

court facilities for basketball and kick about 
areas. The proposed development in East 

Leppington will further exacerbate this 

situation. 

Assessment of existing open space provision also 

needs to take account of the very substantial new 

development proposed for the surrounding area. 
 

Local and district open spaces which are proposed 

to be provided in the adjoining precincts of 
Austral-North Leppington include: 

  

 Approximately 149 ha of local and district open 
space, to be owned and maintained by 

Liverpool and Camden Councils. The proposed 

rate of provision in these precincts recognises 
their the close proximity to the regional open 

space provided by Western Sydney Parklands  

 A number of local parks (minimum 0.2 ha) to be 
provided within walking distance of most 

dwellings 

 6-7 larger district (key suburb parks) with 
minimum size of 3 ha 

 Regional, district and local playgrounds and 

playspaces for older children 
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 8 local sports parks containing double playing 
fields and multi-purpose courts 

 1 district sports park containing at least 4 

playing fields capable of accommodating a 
variety of sporting codes, along with a cluster of 

outdoor sports courts 

 Linkages between open spaces to allow for 
pedestrian and cycle pathways and tracks. 

Local and district open space and recreation 

facilities will also be provided within Leppington 
Precinct, although no plans or specific proposals 

are yet available. 

 
It should be stressed that proposed open space 

provision within adjacent precincts has been based 

on population forecasts and anticipated needs for 
those precincts alone. Accordingly, these precincts 

are not expected to have any spare capacity with 

which to meet the additional needs of the East 
Leppington population. 

 

4.2.4 Existing and proposed regional open 

space and recreation facilities 

The Demographic and Social Infrastructure 
Assessment for the Austral and Leppington North 
Precincts also considered requirements for open 
space and recreation facilities which currently 

serve regional catchments or which will be 

provided in future to serve the South West Growth 
Centre as a whole. 

 

Regional parks in proximity to East Leppington are 
shown on Figure 3. The Figure also shows regional 

and district sport and active recreation facilities. 

These are described in more detail in Appendix 1.  
 

Regional Parks 

Developed regional parks in South West Sydney 
are currently meeting demand from existing 

communities, in terms of the quantum of open 

space provided. However an expanding population 
will place further pressure on these existing parks 

and facilities. The South West Growth Centre 

urban footprint will decrease the current rural 
setting, and the resulting increased population will 

increase visitation to existing regional parks, 

potentially detracting from the quality of the 
experience in these regional parks for existing 

residents and visitors.  

 
The South West Sector Metropolitan Strategy 

Workshop discussion document (Metro Open 

Space Team, DIPNR December 2004) identified 
gaps in the current provision of open space in 

South West Sydney, and in particular identified a 

lack of facilities or poorly developed facilities in the 
existing regional open space areas (for example 

along the Georges River and William Howe 

Regional Park). The lack of facilities and amenities 
within the regional parks limit their functionality as 

quality, usable recreation resources. 

 
The implications of this are that while the existing 

quantum of regional open space may satisfy 

demand, there is a need to improve the current 
facilities, access and amenities within existing 

areas. Campbelltown City Council is refurbishing 

several public spaces to better meet current and 
future community needs for active recreation for 

families.  Improvement of existing regional 

parkland should be explored as a priority for 
improvement before more regional open space 

areas are designated. Existing studies also note 

the lack of transport links across the area to 
provide access to existing and future regional open 

space.  

 

Western Sydney Parklands 

The most important regional park in relation to 

East Leppington is the Western Sydney Parklands. 
The location of the 5,280 hectare Parklands 

adjoining the northern boundary of East 

Leppington, and their extent for 27 kilometres 
from Leppington, north to Quakers Hill, presents a 

significant opportunity for regional recreation 

facilities and settings that will serve East 
Leppington and the South West Growth Centre 

more generally.  

 
The Parklands are intended to be the largest urban 

parkland system in Australia, and one of the 

largest in the world, and will address regional open 
space, conservation and recreation needs in 

Western Sydney. They will contain a number of 

major metropolitan sporting facilities, public open 
space and informal recreation facilities for regional 

and local use, and easements for a variety of 

public utilities.  
 

The major metropolitan sporting facilities in the 

Parklands include the Sydney 2000 Olympic 
venues for equestrian, shooting, baseball, softball, 

and mountain biking.  

 
The Plan of Management for the Western Sydney 
Parklands (2010) outlines the existing and desired 

future character for precincts within the Parklands. 
The features of the Western Sydney Parklands 

precincts closest to the East Leppington Precinct 

are outlined in Table 4.3.  

 

The location of the proposed regional sports and 

active recreation hub in the Bringelly precinct will 
be determined by the Western Sydney Parklands 

Trust in consultation with other agencies.   

 
The Western Sydney Parklands Trust advises that 

population growth and distribution will drive the 

staging and provision of facilities and 
embellishment in various locations in Western 

Sydney Parklands.  
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Cycleways and associated informal recreation 

areas (benches, picnic areas, etc.) will be provided 

throughout the Parklands. Physical links between 
the East Leppington Precinct and the Western 

Sydney Parklands are yet to be determined. 

 
Regional and district sport and active 

recreation facilities 

There are a large number of existing regional and 
district open sporting facilities in proximity to East 

Leppington and the South West Growth Centre. 

The locations of these facilities are shown on 
Figure 4. A listing of the features of each facility is 

provided in Appendix 1.  

 
As discussed above, Campbelltown Council has 

indicated that some of these sporting fields 

facilities have spare capacity, and that a number 

of sporting clubs and associations require greater 

levels of participation and have no plans to expand 

the number of teams in the area. 
 

Regional linkages 

A number of key regional pedestrian and cycle 
linkages connect areas of open space across the 

region. These include: 

 
 Western Sydney Parklands routes 

 Chipping Norton Lakes  

 Liverpool to Parramatta cycleway  

 Nepean River (Camden) 

 Rail trail from Liverpool to Campbelltown 

(planned). 

Proposed regional open space and 

recreation facilities in Austral and 

Leppington North 
As identified in the Demographic and Social 
Infrastructure Assessment for the Austral and 
Leppington North Precincts, the East Leppington 
Precinct will form part of the sub-catchment for 

proposed regional sport and recreation facilities to 

be located within the North Leppington Precinct. 
These facilities are outlined in table 4.4 below. 

 

Provision of regional open space, and a stadium, 
sporting fields and sports courts in the Western 

Sydney Parklands, and an indoor sports and 

aquatic centre in the Leppington Town Centre will 
cater for higher-level recreation and sporting 

needs for the South West Growth Centre as a 

whole and for precincts within the South West 
Growth Centre. Future residents of East 

Leppington will particularly benefit from proximity 

to these regional facilities within 1 to 2 km of the 
northern boundaries of East Leppington.   
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Table 4.3: Western Sydney Parklands – relevant precincts  

Precinct north - 

south 
Existing character Desired future character Land use opportunity 

16 – Bringelly 

 

Undulating and largely cleared 

rural residential properties. Public 

and private small landholdings 
with limited public use. 

Southern Parklands gateway will 
provide interim uses for local 

passive recreation, community 

facilities and urban farming in the 
short term. Long term goal of a 

regional sports and active 

recreation hub.  

Regional sports and active recreation hub, comparable to Blacktown 

Olympic Park  

Tourism hub 
Local passive recreation  

Urban farming  

Walking and cycling trails  
Community facilities  

Education facilities  

Bushland regeneration / conservation  
Indigenous and European culture and heritage  

Existing and future service infrastructure 

15 – West 
Hoxton  

Undulating area with some 
remnant bushland areas. 

 

Conservation-focused passive 
recreation precinct for the 

southern area of the Parklands 

which protects and enhances 
bushland areas while meeting 

local community and recreational 

needs as the surrounding areas 

are further developed. 

Local passive recreation  

Shale Hills: focus for majority of works by WSPT in the area, bike hub  
Community facilities  

Tourism 

Walking, cycling and bridle trails  
Urban farming  

Community gardens  

Bushland regeneration / conservation  

Indigenous and European culture and heritage  

Existing and future service infrastructure 

14 – Cecil Park  

Rolling hills, rural lands and 

bushland areas.  

Scenic precinct with high point 
with views to Blue Mountains and 

broader Sydney. 

Includes Sydney International 
Shooting Centre 

Includes Upper Water Canal 

Natural setting adjacent to South 

West Growth Centre. Interim 
landscape and nature based 

recreation opportunities in the 

short term.  
Long term goal to develop a 

passive recreation hub. 

Regional passive recreation  
Tourism 

Walking, cycling, bridle trails 

Sports and active recreation hub adjacent to Sydney International 
Shooting Centre  

Visitor accommodation  

Lookouts  
Indigenous culture and heritage facilities  

Bushland regeneration / conservation  

Community facilities  
Existing and future service infrastructure 
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Table 4.4: Proposed regional open space and recreation facilities serving East Leppington 

Facility Location 
Recommend

ed area (ha) 
Characteristics 

Regional open 
space 

Western 
Sydney 

Parklands 

 Facilities for picnicking, social gathering for family-friends and 
community events. Modelled on Centennial Park – ‘something for 

everyone’. 

Regional stadium, 
sporting fields 

and courts  

Western 
Sydney 

Parklands in 

the Bringelly 
Precinct. 

16 ha  Outdoor Stadium (size and seating to be determined) 
Sporting fields, including synthetic  

Indoor sports / fitness centre  

Tennis complex  
Netball complex 

Indoor sports and 

aquatic centre 

Leppington 

Major Centre 

5 ha Major competition level facility: 

 

Aquatic : 
 Indoor 50 metre x 10 lane Olympic pool, training pool, 25 

metre leisure pool, heated teaching pool, children’s play pool 

/ wave pool / whirl pool/ water slides, diving pool. 

Indoor sport: 

 4 indoor sports courts and spectator seating 

 Fitness centre 

 Wellness / health services 

 Spa, sauna, steam room 

General amenity: 
 Kiosk and café, merchandise sale, amenities, crèche 

 Outdoor elements - may include water play park, BMX, skate, 

sports oval and netball, tennis, basketball courts. May be 
integrated with a youth recreation facility. 

 

4.2.5 Summary of existing capacity 

In summary, the Precinct contains no existing 

community facilities, services or open space which 
might be used or adapted for use by the future 

population of East Leppington. 

 
Some local level facilities and open space areas are 

located in adjacent areas. However: 

 
 These are not within local walking distance for the 

future East Leppington population 

 They have been provided to meet the needs of 
their local catchments and generally will not have 

capacity to also meet the needs of the future East 

Leppington population 

 While there is some spare capacity within sporting 

facilities in Campbelltown LGA, these will not be 

conveniently accessible to the East Leppington 
population, especially for local level activities  

 Existing facilities in adjacent Growth Centre 

precincts are likely to be redeveloped to meet the 
needs of their future populations and will not be 

available in the future to also address demand 

from East Leppington 

 Any spare capacity which currently exists in 
facilities and open space within Camden and 

Liverpool LGAs is likely to be taken up by 

population growth in other release areas already 
approved. 

This means that future demand for local level 

facilities, services and open space will need to be 
addressed by new social infrastructure to be 

provided within the East Leppington Precinct. 

 
The needs of the future East Leppington population 

for district and regional level facilities, services and 

open space will be met by existing facilities and 
regional open space and by those proposed to be 

developed within the North Leppington Precinct. 

There will be no need to provide any regional 
facilities or open space within the East Leppington 

Precinct. 
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5 Population forecasts 

This chapter considers the future population of the 

East Leppington Precinct, in terms of its size, rate of 

growth and broad demographic characteristics.  
 

5.1 Development scenario 

The draft ILP for the precinct (Version 12.6) has 
been based upon the potential development yields 

indicated in the following table: 

 

Table 5.1: Forecast dwelling yields 

 

Dwelling 
type 

Liverpool 
LGA 

Camden 
LGA 

Campbell- 
town LGA 

Detached 

(15 

dwellings / 
ha) 

605 635 2,541 

Semi-

detached, 

town house, 
terrace (25 

dwellings / 

ha) 

438 6 75 

Large lot (5 

dwellings / 

ha) 

85 0 0 

Total 1129 641 2,616 

% of total 25.7 14.6 59.7 

Grand total 4,386 

 
This table shows that a total of 4,386 dwellings are 

proposed for the precinct in the draft ILP. At this 

stage, no apartments are proposed for this precinct. 
 

5.2 Estimating occupancy rates 

As noted previously, average household size in 
Liverpool, Camden and Campbelltown LGA’s (at 3.1 

persons, 3.0 persons and 3.0 persons respectively in 

the 2006 Census) is significantly higher than the 
Sydney average of 2.7 persons. This reflects the 

dominance of detached family dwellings throughout 

the sub-region. Average household size has been 
fairly stable in the three LGAs for the last decade.  

 

In determining the most appropriate occupancy rates 
to be applied to East Leppington Precinct, average 

household size and trends in household size in new 

release areas in south west Sydney have been 
examined, based on ABS 2006 Census data (the 

most recent data available when this study was 

initially undertaken at the end of 2011). This analysis 
has examined average household size in different 

types of dwellings (ie detached, attached and 

apartments), recognising that occupancy rates will 
reflect the mix of dwellings in a given area, with 

smaller, attached forms of housing generally 

accommodating smaller households. 
 

The results of this analysis are shown in Table 5.2 

below. 
 

Table 5.2: Average household size in nearby areas from 2006 

Census 

Area Detached 

Semi-

detached, 

town 

house, 

terrace 

Flat, 

unit, 

apartm
ent 

Assumed Oran 
Park 

3.3 2.4 1.8 

Harrington 
Park 

3.4   

Currans Hill 3.1 2.0  

Mount Annan 3.3 2.0  

Camden LGA 3.1 1.7 1.4 

Prestons 3.5 2.8 1.3 

West Hoxton 3.7 2.8  

Horningsea 
Park 

3.5 3.2  

Cecil Hills 3.8 3.0  

Liverpool LGA 3.3 2.7 2.2 

Glenfield 2.9 2.4 1.9 

Macquarie 
Links 

3.5 1.7 2.3 

Raby 3.2 2.2  

St Andrews 3.3 2.1  

Campbelltown 
LGA 

3.1 2.5 1.7 

Sydney SD 3.0 2.4 1.9 

 

This table shows that average household size in all 
dwelling types in new release areas within Liverpool 

LGA are significantly higher than in Camden release 

areas and nearby suburbs of Campbelltown. This is 

thought to reflect the cultural mix of the Liverpool 

area and prevalence of larger families amongst 

overseas-born households, relative to Camden which 
has lower levels of cultural diversity.  

 

Taking into account the range of occupancy rates 
being achieved in adjacent equivalent release areas, 

the following occupancy rates are proposed to apply 

in East Leppington Precinct: 
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 Detached dwelling: 3.4 persons 

 Semi-detached, town house, terrace: 2.6 persons 

 Flat, unit, apartment: 1.8 persons 

 Low density rural residential: 3.4 persons. 

These are the same rates as adopted in the Precinct 

Plan for Austral and Leppington North Precincts. 

 
These occupancy rates have been endorsed by 

Liverpool and Camden Councils. Campbelltown 

Council has expressed a desire to apply lower 
occupancy rates.  

 

The analysis above has relied on data from the 2006 
Census, which may not reflect current realities. Data 

from the 2011 Census will shortly become available. 

It is recommended that the issue of average 
household size be re-examined in the post-exhibition 

period, utilising 2011 Census data, and that 

population forecasts be revised as appropriate to 
reflect average household size in equivalent new 

release areas. 

 

5.3 Projected population numbers 

Based on the dwelling yields and occupancy rates 

outlined above, population forecasts for the three 
LGA components would be as follows: 

 

 
 

Table 5.3: Forecast population size 

  
Liverpool Council 

component 
Camden Council 

component 
Campbelltown 

Council component 
Total 

Dwelling 

type 

Average 

household 

size 

(persons) 

No. of 

dwellings 

No. of 

people 

No. of 

dwellings 

No. of 

people 

No. of 

dwellings 

No. of 

people 

No. of 

dwellings 

No. of 

people 

Detached 3.4 605 2057 635 2159 2,541 8,639 3,781 12,855 

Semi-

detached, 

town 

house, 

terrace 

2.6 438 1139 6 15 75 195 519 1349 

Rural 3.4 85 289 0 0 0 0 85 289 

Sub-total  1,129 3,485 641 2,174 2,616 8,834 4,386 14,493 

 

 
This table shows that at full development, the 

population of the East Leppington Precinct is likely to 

be about 14,493 people, comprising: 
 

 3,485 people in Liverpool LGA (24% of total) 

 2,174 people in Camden LGA (15% of total) 

 8,834 people in Campbelltown LGA (61% of total). 

 

5.4 Age and household characteristics 

Anticipating the age and household characteristics of 

the future population of precincts within the South 

West Growth Centre recognises: 
 

 Recent and current demographic trends in new 

release areas in South West Sydney, which are 
likely to continue, given similar housing conditions 

 The future release areas will contain a greater mix 

and wider range of dwelling types than recent 
new release areas in South West Sydney in order 

to meet the objectives of the Metropolitan 

Strategy 

 Housing preferences for different types of 
households are in a state of flux, as medium 

density forms become popular with and more 

affordable for a wider range of households 

 Current housing affordability constraints are 

placing limits on first home buyers entering the 

market. Future economic conditions and policy 
initiatives will continue to impact on affordability 

for this market segment  

 There is no simple direct causal relationship 
between dwelling types and occupying household 

types. Analysis of housing occupancy in western 

Sydney shows that more than half of the people 
living in medium density housing are families with 

children. At the same time, the majority of 

couples without children and people living alone 
are living in detached houses.  

 Demand for housing in the south west Sydney 

release areas is predominantly driven by residents 
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already living in the southern parts of Sydney, and 
by overseas migrants. 

Forecasting the household composition and age 

profile of the component of the precinct population 
that will comprise detached dwellings is relatively 

straightforward, given the experience of other 

release areas in south western Sydney, where family 
households with children or young couples yet to 

start a family continue to be the predominant 

household type.  
 

The age profile of the future population at the time 

of initial settlement will reflect the affordability of 
housing. There is some slight variation in the age 

cohort peaks according to the general price market 

of the estate, with first home buyer estates having 
younger adults (25-34 years) and a higher proportion 

of children aged 0-4. Release areas settled by 

families who are second and subsequent home 
buyers have a more mature population, with higher 

proportions of adults in their 30’s and 40’s and 

primary and high school aged children. The 
proportion of people aged 55+, both as couples and 

singles, is usually initially quite low. 

 
As release areas mature, the population ages and 

diversifies, becoming more representative of the 

broader community.  
 

Given the on-going demand for detached family 

housing in the South West Growth Centre, it is 
considered likely that the detached dwellings will 

continue to appeal predominantly to families with 

children, many of whom will be second and 

subsequent home buyers, given likely price 

considerations and current affordability issues. This 

means that the families are more likely to be 
completed, and have a mix of children of varying 

ages. 

 
In terms of forecasting the age and household 

characteristics of households in the medium density 

forms of housing, the following issues have been 
identified: 

 

 The age and household profiles of new release 
areas in south west Sydney that have a 

reasonable proportion of semi-detached or 

attached stock (Prestons, Horningsea Park and 
Casula) are similar to other nearby areas 

comprised entirely of detached dwellings, 

suggesting there is little difference in the types of 
household occupying the different dwelling forms, 

and that the smaller attached dwellings are also 

being occupied by young families with children, as 
well as by couples without children.  

 Advice from the Department of Education and 

Communities (formerly Department of Education 
and Training) is that there are considerable 

numbers of children of all ages living in attached 

dwellings and flats in the Liverpool area, and that 
it is the number of bedrooms in a dwelling, rather 

than the type of dwelling, which will determine 

whether a dwelling is occupied by a family with 
children or not. The proportion of children living in 

attached dwellings and flats with 3 or 4 bedrooms 

is on average just as high as the proportion of 
children living in detached dwellings of the same 

size.  

 Macarthur Region councils have identified a 
growing need for medium density forms of 

housing for:  

– Smaller households, including single parent 
families and couples without children, 

– Low income families requiring rental 

accommodation, 

– Single adults of all ages; 

– Group households; 

– Empty nesters looking to downsize; and  
– Older people requiring more manageable and 

adaptable housing. 

 
 Given trends in housing affordability in the area, 

detached dwellings are increasingly beyond the 

price range of most first home buyers. Medium 
density dwellings are providing a more affordable 

alternative for families to get a foothold in the 

market. Accordingly it is likely that a significant 
proportion of the medium density dwellings will be 

occupied by first home buyers, comprising young 

couples initially without children or with young 
children. 

 Based on experience in the wider area, more than 

half the medium density forms of housing are 
likely to provide rental accommodation. Tenant 

households are most likely to comprise: 

– Low income families, including single parent 
families 

– Students and young people in group 

households 
– Young couples 

– Single people of all ages. 

 
 The extent to which older people are attracted to 

East Leppington will in part be a function of the 

availability of appropriate housing forms and the 
availability of services and facilities provided to 

meet the needs of older people, including shops, 

personal and commercial services, health services, 
leisure and recreation opportunities, and public 

transport. Older people are conspicuously absent 

in significant numbers in most new release areas. 
This reflects in part the fact that older people, if 

they do move, generally do so to areas that are 

familiar to them, close to family and friends, 
familiar shops, a high level of services and good 

public transport. They tend not to be pioneers in 

new areas that typically lack services and 



 

32 
Department of Planning and Infrastructure: Social Infrastructure and Open Space Assessment - East Leppington Precinct 

 

transport in the early days of settlement. For 
these reasons, it is considered unlikely that the 

precinct would attract significant numbers of older 

people until the nearby Leppington Major Centre 
has become established and services and public 

transport are in place.  

 A small proportion of older people will, however, 
seek to relocate to new release areas to be close 

to their children and grandchildren, regardless of 

the level and timing of service provision. Providing 
housing choice to meet inter-generational needs 

will be an important consideration. 

 The extent to which the precinct attracts 
significant numbers of younger people, in group 

or single person households, will also depend on 

the development and timing of services and 

facilities to attract them, as well as the 

affordability of housing. The inclusion of a TAFE 

within the nearby Leppington Major Centre, 
together with commercial entertainment and 

leisure facilities (cinemas, restaurants), public 

transport and employment opportunities, will 
enhance the appeal of this precinct to young 

people. 

Given the above considerations, it is likely that the 
medium density dwellings in East Leppington 

Precinct will appeal to a variety of age and household 

types and will create greater diversity in the 
population profile than has characterised new release 

areas to date. In addition, medium density housing 

stock is more likely to be purchased by investors and 
available as rental accommodation, which will also 

add to the diversity of household types.  

 
In summary, it is anticipated that the precinct will 

be characterised by: 

 
 Initially a comparable proportion of young couples 

and families with children to other release areas in 

the region, but a greater range of family types, 
reflecting the wider range of housing types and 

price markets to be provided.  

 It is anticipated that the proportions of empty 
nesters and older people will be initially similar to 

that usually experienced in new release areas, 

but, over time, will rapidly increase to 
approximate those in the wider district once 

services and public transport become well 

established.  

 Over time, the peaks in the age distribution 

associated with a predominance of young families 

will reduce and the population will become more 
diverse. Increasing proportions of young adults 

and older people will be attracted to the area 

once the Leppington Major Centre facilities and 
services are established.  

 The proportion of the population who are young 
children and young adults will decline as the 

population ages and the proportion of older 

children with older parents grows. The proportion 
of the population aged 55+ will also increase as 

the area matures. 

 Owner occupiers are likely to provide a stable 
group that will age in place through the life cycle 

stages, while tenant households will experience 

greater turnover, thereby maintaining a similar 
age profile as in the initial stages.  

In this way, over time the population profile is likely 

to come to more closely approximate that of an 
established area with a variety of age and household 

characteristics, rather than a traditional new release 

area with particular age concentrations.  

 

 




